
Replace Valve Cover Gasket on SLK 320 with Non-flexible Fuel Distribution Line  

Tools Needed 

Socket Wrench 
10mm socket-Remove negative battery cable 
Torx 30-Remove coil packs 
E10-Remove valve cover bolts 
Torque Wrench 
17mm open wrench or MB Boot Removal Tool 
 
Other Items Needed 

Shop rags to collect excess fuel when depressurizing the fuel system 
 
Parts 
 
Valve Cover Gasket: 

Left: Part Number 1120160221 
Right: Part Number 1120160321 

 
Optional Items 
 
Ziploc Bag to store bolts and screws   
MB Boot Removal Tool 

 
 
Suggested Additional Items 
 
Crankcase breather hose replacement-There are four.  If your vehicle is more than a few years old, these 
hoses are most likely brittle and will split when removed.  Once the hoses are damaged, they are not 
effective. 
 
Parts 
 
Right Side:   
Full Load Hose-At valve cover: Part Number 1120180482 
Left Side: 
Partial Load Hose-Center: Part Number 1120180282 
Partial Load Hose-Lower: Part Number 1120180182 
Partial Load Hose-Upper: Part Number 1120180382 



 
Torque Numbers      
 

Part nm 

Coil Screw 4 

Valve Cover Screw 9 

Fuel Distribution Line 10 

 
Remove Engine Cover 
 
Remove Fuel Distribution Line 
 

1. Remove negative battery cable using the 10mm socket.  If you have a non-flexible fuel 
distribution line (see photo below) you must disconnect this line and gas vapor can ignite with 
just a spark. The fuel distribution line is located on the left side of the engine. If you have a 
flexible fuel distribution line, disconnecting the battery cable is optional.  If you have the factory 
installed radio make sure you have the radio code (pre-2005) before disconnecting the battery. 

 
*Note that the workshop manual lists removing negative battery cable as the first step in this process 
regardless of fuel line removal. 

 
2. Release fuel pressure via service valve.  This valve is located on the right side of the engine, near 

the oil dipstick.  See photo below.  Be sure to catch any fuel that leaks from the valve when the 
pressure is released. 

 



 
3. Using a 17mm open wrench (or the MB Boot Tool) remove the fuel distribution line.  Make sure 

to catch any fuel that leaks when line is removed.  Note that a sizeable amount of fuel may drain 
from this area.  Have two dry shop rags available to catch all of the discharged fuel. 

 
Remove Valve Cover on Left Side 
 

1. Remove wire harness for each coil pack. Squeeze tabs gently and wiggle until the tabs release 
and slide out. 

2.  Using the Torx 30, remove the screws holding the three coil packs in place.  Bag screws and 
place in a safe location. 

*I found it easier to remove the spark plug boot, using the MB Boot remover tool, from the two rear 
cylinders and remove the coils and wires from the area.  This allows greater access to the valve cover 
bolts on the bottom close to the spark plugs.  This is an optional step.    

 
3. Remove the two breather hoses attached to the breather cover on the left side. Note that the 

lower hose (really the one on top) is attached to the plastic cylinder head retainer.  The retainer 
is delicate and the hose fits very snugly, so use caution to avoid damaging the retainer clips. 

* If the fit is very tight, you may wait until the valve cover is free from the engine to give you more room 
to remove the hoses. 

 



4. Using E10 socket, remove the valve cover bolts.  Remove the bottom bolts first to aid removal.  
Bag bolts and place in a safe location. The photo below will give you a general idea of where the 
nine bolts are located.  

 
The three long bolts belong on the top of the valve cover.  You will need to remember this for 
reinstallation. 
 

 
5. Lift valve cover free from engine, being careful not to hit the valve cover on exposed engine 

parts. Depending on the amount of oil leakage, the gasket may be stuck to the engine and not to 
the valve cover.  Remove the valve cover gasket from the engine, using caution not to dislodge 
any built up material into the open engine compartment. 

 
6. Carefully clean any build up around the area where the gasket was on the engine. 

 
7. Remove old gasket from channel on valve cover (assuming it was retained on the cover when 

removing from engine).   
 

8. Clean oil and residue from the gasket channel.  I found that a shop rag was too thick so I used an 
old lint free t-shirt and a q-tip to get in the channel and remove the oil. 



 
9. Place gasket in the gasket channel.  There is no need to use gasket adhesive to hold the gasket in 

place.  Re-attach the cover to the engine making sure that the gasket remains in place.  Note 
that the valve covers on each side are different shapes.  Be sure to use the correct gasket for 
each side. 

 
10. Re-insert bolts back in by hand.  Once all bolts are re-threaded back into their proper holes, 

begin tightening using a socket wrench and the E10 socket in a crisscross pattern until all bolts 
are snug.  Keep in mind that these bolts frequently snap if too much pressure is applied.  Once 
all bolts are sung, use torque wrench to tighten to 9nm.   

 
11. Re-attach breather hoses to their proper ports.  If you are replacing the breather hoses, see 

below for additional steps: 
 

a. Remove the MAF to gain more room to work.   
i. Remove electrical connector from the MAF.  Squeeze clips in and gently wiggle 

free. 
ii. Remove breather hose from the bottom of the MAF tube.  Note that my fingers 

are holding the hose. 

 
 



iii. Use screwdriver to gently unclasp the MAF bracket holding the MAF in place. 

 
iv. Use screwdriver to gently lift the plastic tab that runs perpendicular to the MAF, 

securing it to the intake manifold. 

 
v. Remove the MAF and place it in a safe place so that it will not get damaged. 

 
b. The lower hose (again the one on top, held in by the retainer clip) has two sections.  

They connect where the retainer cover curves toward the MAF. You can push the hose 
backward through the clip and cause it to stick out, like the second photo below. You 
can replace the hose at this junction and leave the remaining piece connected to the T 
junction or replace both hoses at the T. 
**Use a great deal of caution separating these two hoses.  Notice the shiny black hose in 
the second photo below, that is the brake booster vacuum hose.  It is very brittle at the 
connection with the intake manifold.  If you put pressure on that hose while trying to 
separate the breather hoses, it will break.  If you do break it, see DIY Replace Brake 
Booster Vacuum Hose for replacement details. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
c. Replace the center breather hose at the lower portion of the breather cover.  You will 

have to wait until you are finished with the right side valve cover and breather hose 
before replacing the MAF and attaching the center breather hose to the MAF. 

 
12. If you have removed the spark plug boots, return them to their proper place at this time.  Be 
sure that you hear a “click” when re-seating the boots.  Test the boot/spark plug connection by 
pulling on the boot.  If the boot comes off with hand pressure, it was not completely seated.  Do not 
pull the wires.  You will damage the wires, only pull/push on the boots. 

 

12. Re-attach the coils.  Coil screws are tightened to 4nm.  Re-attach the coil wire harnesses.  
 

13. Re-attach fuel distribution line.  Tighten to 10nm. 
 
Removal of Valve Cover on Right Side 
 

1. The process for the right side is the same as the left side, with three exceptions:  
a. There is no fuel distribution line to worry with. 
b. The nine bolts are in slightly different locations.  Photo below gives you a general idea 

but several of the bolts are out of view of the camera. 



c. There is only one breather hose. 
 

 
 

 
 

2. If you are replacing the high pressure breather hose, you can complete the replacement once 
the cover has been re-installed and the coils have been put back in place.  Once you have 
replaced the high pressure breather hose (it connects at the T above where the MAF resides), 
re-install the MAF and connect the center breather hose to the MAF on the left side. 

3. Once completed and re-installed, re-attach battery cable. 
 
Disclaimer 

I am not a mechanic and have limited knowledge of car maintenance; however, based on research and 

input from many other sources, these are the steps I took to complete the work.  I make no guarantee 

that if you decide to follow these steps that you will achieve the same results that I did. Additional work 

may be needed by an experienced mechanic to correct any errors or damages that you may incur while 

attempting to do the work yourself.  If you have any question or concerns about your abilities or the 

information contained in this body of work, please consult a licensed mechanic to complete the above 

described replacement. 

 


