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AMG Driving Academy Story 
A GREAT GIFT 

By Laurie Bauer 
 

So what do you buy a great guy for a milestone 
birthday?   Browsing on the Mercedes website one 
day, I found the answer.  The AMG Driving Academy 
Basic Driving Course would be the perfect gift for my 
speed demon spouse!    And I was right - he was 
thrilled when he learned of his gift.  And as an added 
bonus, he insisted that we pay the fee for me to be 
an observer at this event.    
 

 
 

The big day arrived on September 9, 2012 at the 
Texas Motor Speedway.  We could feel the 
excitement and nerves as the participants split into 
teams after breakfast and jumped into the first of six 
AMG models they would be driving.  As Tony drove 
away in a red SLK, he was smiling from ear to ear.  I 
joined one of the Pro Drivers and we headed to the 
first Drive Module on a flat lot off the main track.   
 

 
 

One by one, the drivers flew through the routes 
designated with cones, switching car models every 
couple of laps.  One exercise was taking off as fast 

as possible and then slamming on the brakes at the 
designated stop line.  Another was timed as they drove 
through the autocross slalom course, often times, 
knocking over cones as they attempted to maneuver at 
high speed.   It was amazing to watch how much better 
the trainees drove the route after receiving coaching 
from the Pro Drivers. 
 

The scariest exercise was the Skid Pad (Wet 
Cornering) exercise.  The drivers took off from a dead 
stop, accelerating as fast as possible with the traction 
control option turned off.  Upon reaching the 
designated wet area, they quickly turned the wheel to 
the left.  Because I had watched many of the other 
drivers totally lose control and spin out, I held my 
breath as Tony planted his foot on the accelerator, fast 
approaching the wet patch.  As he turned the wheel to 
the left, the car fish tailed, but he quickly gained 
control.  What a relief! 
 

After lunch, we proceeded to another area of the track 
with the Pro Drivers and the other teams.  It was time 
for the lead/follow circuit, again changing models every 
few laps.  I could see the thrill on their faces as Tony’s 
team followed their Pro Driver in their SLS Gull Wing’s!   
It was apparent that everyone had benefitted from the 
exercises earlier in the day, because they all drove like 
professionals as the speed got faster and faster with 
each lap. 
 

 
 

What an amazing day we both had!  Tony’s team won 
the overall team competition and I was treated to a hot 
lap in an SLS Gull Wing with a Pro Driver.  We were so 
impressed with the friendliness and professionalism of 
the entire AMG staff.  It was obvious that they truly 
enjoyed sharing their passion for Mercedes.  And best 
of all, Tony drove away feeling more confident about 
his driving ability in the everyday world.  Now, the only 
issue is that he has decided he must have the 2013 
Mercedes SL63 AMG sometime in the near future!   Oh 
well, at least that gives me another great gift idea!   

 


