
Replacing SLK320 Engine Air cleaners 
 

The SLK 320 has 2 air cleaners housed in the engine cover. Replacing the air cleaners is 

a very quick and easy job, requiring only a T25 torx tool. 

 

Start by removing the two cold air tubes shown in the photograph below. Do each tube in 

turn. Grasp where indicated and pull the tube in a straight line forward towards the 

radiator. It has to slide out about ¾ of an inch before it is free. The tube itself has a 

concertina portion where it will compress. Once it has slid off the engine cover, pull it 

towards the back of the car to remove it from the slot next to the radiator. Put the 2 tubes 

aside.  

 

 
 



Next remove the engine cover. Grasp the cover where indicated and lift upwards. It is 

quite a tight fit, since it’s got 3 clips in the front and 2 at the back, but you should not 

have to use too much force. 

 

 
 

Flip the engine cover over and put it on a soft surface to protect the finish. The picture 

below shows some of the parts visible. 

 

 



Remove the 4 T25 Torx screws as indicated below. They are quite long, so you will have 

to turn quite a bit. You don’t unscrew them totally, just check regularly if the cover is 

free. Do one air box at a time, so that you have the second one as a reference. 

 

 
 

Once you have backed out the screws sufficiently, pull the air box cover off and flip over. 

Pull the old filter out of the housing. Note that the filter has an irregular shape and can 

only fit in one direction – tall end towards the back of the engine. The picture below 

shows the new air cleaner fitted. 

 



The old and the new filters. The old one had only done 15,000 miles! 

 
 

Some of the fauna and flora in the old filter. 

 



Replace the air box cover and fasten the screws. Repeat on the other side. 

 

Before replacing the engine cover, first inspect the clamps. They should all be U shaped. 

It is very easy to bend them into an L shape if they were not properly aligned when 

replacing the engine cover. It happened on mine while the car was still under warrantee 

and all the work was done by the dealer. The condition of the clamps are very important, 

since they are the only thing that holds down the engine cover. A bad fitting of the engine 

cover will allow air to be sucked in directly into the engine without being filtered. Also 

have a look at the engine to see where the clamps fit. The rear ones have big rubber 

‘bulbs’,  the center front one clips onto the air pump, while the 2 outside front ones also 

fits over rubber ‘bulbs’.  

 

To replace the engine cover, work from the back of the engine to the front. First fit the 

throttle body connection over the throttle body pipe (actually, you’ll be pushing it over 

the MAF body). I find it works best to next line up the clamp on the driver side and then 

the one on the passenger side. Push firmly down at the back and you will feel the clamps 

slip over the rubber ‘bulbs’ on each side. Be careful here, since if you have not aligned 

the clamps properly, you may bend them. Next press down firmly on the front until the 

clamps also grip. 

 

Replace the cold air tubes by first inserting the end next to the radiator. Press the tube 

forward until you can slide the rear end over the connection on the engine cover. Pull the 

tube back until it is fully seated. 


